
VLC is unable to open the mrl [SOLVED]
In this guide you will learn how to fix the error VLC is unable to open the mrl […] check the log 
for details.

First, we must distinguish between two cases: streaming videos from YouTube, and streaming 
videos from other sources.

Streaming videos from YouTube
If the problem is that you are unable to open a YouTube URL, you will need to adopt a specific 
solution.

What causes the problem?

YouTube transmission protocols changes over time, and these changes sometimes break the 
YouTube module embedded in VLC, making it unable to open some (or all) videos present on this 
platform.

Whenever it happens, the VLC developers try to fix the error as soon as possible, but the fix (once 
implemented) is not immediately released within the public version of the program.

How to fix it

First, try to update VLC to the latest version, downloading it from the official website.

If, despite that, the problem is still present, you will need to download a small file from the 
development branch of VLC, and to overwrite the corresponding one in yours.

Here is how to do it:

1. Close VLC.
2. Click on the following link:

youtube.lua   – Latest version
3. Select all the text inside the page, and copy it to the clipboard:

http://www.videolan.org/vlc/index.html
http://git.videolan.org/?p=vlc.git;a=blob_plain;f=share/lua/playlist/youtube.lua;hb=HEAD
https://www.latecnosfera.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Vlc-is-unable-to-open-the-mrl-Copy-file-content.png


4. Open the Notepad and paste the copied content in it:

5. Save the file as youtube.luac, and select All Files in the Save as field:

6. Now, copy the file in one of the following locations, depending on your operating system:

Windows 64-bit: C:\Program Files (x86)\VideoLAN\VLC\lua\playlist\
Windows 32-bit: C:\Program Files\VideoLAN\VLC\lua\playlist\
Mac: /Applications/VLC.app/Contents/MacOS/share/lua/playlist/
64-bit Linux: /usr/lib64/vlc/lua/playlist/
32-bit Linux: /usr/lib/vlc/lua/playlist/

For example, if you are using Windows 64-bit (the most common scenario), you will have:

If you carefully followed the instructions, you will be asked to overwrite the youtube.luac file in 
the destination folder. Confirm, and you are done: just enjoy the streaming of any YouTube video 
inside VLC!

Whenever the problem comes back due to further YouTube protocols changes, simply repeat the 
process, assuming that the developers have already fixed the error with the latest version of 

https://www.latecnosfera.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Vlc-is-unable-to-open-the-mrl-Notepad.png
https://www.latecnosfera.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Vlc-is-unable-to-open-the-mrl-Save-file-with-name.png
https://www.latecnosfera.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Vlc-is-unable-to-open-the-mrl-VLC-youtube-path.png


youtube.luac file (it could take some time).

Finally, remember that the execution of YouTube videos may hang if you try to jump from a point 
of the stream to another, so it is usually better to start the video from the very beginning, pausing it 
when necessary.

Streaming videos from other sources
In this case, the error may be due to several factors. Let’s see together the most common ones.

The URL points to the website containing the video instead of the video URL itself

Only YouTube and a few other exceptions work in VLC simply entering the link to the page 
containing the video. In all the other cases, you will need to get the direct URL of the video by 
using the appropriate tool (such jDownloader), or by hand (for exemple, using the developers 
provided by your browser).

The content is no longer available

Sometimes videos are removed or moved to another location by the owner. Make sure that you are 
using the latest, updated URL to the desired resource before proceeding.

Remote contents execution in VLC is blocked by the firewall

If you’re using a firewall, make sure to grant to VLC the permission to run remote content (the 
procedure varies depending on the installed firewall). Remember to check the integrated firewall of 
your router as well, if present.

Unauthorized execution of video stream 

If the video you are trying to open with VLC is hosted in a private section of a website, or its URL 
has been taken using a PC or an IP address different from yours, you may not have the required 
permissions to view/download it on your computer.

How to spot the error type

To understand if the error you are experiencing falls into one of the aforementioned cases, you 
could try to get some hints by opening the video URL in your web browser, instead of using VLC.

For example, if you open a link to a video in Firefox, you may encounter the following error:

{ “Status”: 403, “msg”: “wrong IP. Request: 78.24.152.161 downloads: 
177.17.170.178”}

Searching through the HTTP status code table, you find that the 403 status code corresponds to 
forbidden. So, the above message can then be interpreted as follows:

You are forbidden from streaming or downloading this video because it is reserved for a
person with an IP address different from yours.

So, in this example, we are fallen in the last case listed, i.e. execution of unauthorized video 
stream.

https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/HTTP/Status
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